A few weeks ago I saw at a college preparatory school a boy eighteen years of age. This school has a four years course, of high school grade. The He might read a sentence like "I saw the hen," as "I saw the duck." He might even read it, "I was the boy." Intelligent substitutions characterized much of his reading. 
This school is one of the best military academies and preparatory schools which I have ever visited, and has shown its progressive modern spirit by taking into its employ, this year, a trained man as consulting psychologist. The psychologist, who had already tested this boy and most of the other boys in the school, asserted that the closest rating he could give the boy was to place him among the worst 20 per cent.
I think we may therefore assume that this boy is a normal boy.
In every other respect than in school progress, his behavior has always been that of a normal boy; and yet four years ago when this boy was first brought to me for examination, he could not read without many gross errors a single sentence in a child's first reader, such as is employed with children of the first school year. His errors, however, were of a kind which did not show deficient intelligence.
He might read a sentence like "I saw the hen," as "I saw the duck." He might even read it, "I was the boy." Intelligent substitutions characterized much of his reading. Where But there will always be large numbers of children in the border zone between the socially normal child and the socially feebleminded child, and with such children the refinement of clinical methods and the application of intensive methods of observation and training will furnish us with psychological data which will enable us to arrive at a secure social classification.
A strictly scientific nomenclature will dispense with the term "mentally defective," as failing to characterize with sufficient definiteness the class of children under consideration. What characterizes "mentally defective" children is not that they are mentally defective, for other children, in fact all children, are mentally defective, but that they are so defective mentally as to be socially unfit. For the term "mentally defective," I would therefore propose substituting the term "socially unfit," or "socially defective."
